
(IM)PERMANENCE OF INNOVATION
ETH ZURICH, SEPTEMBER 14–16, 2023

HIGH-TECH HERITAGE
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Co-hosted by the Professorship for Construction Heritage and 
Preservation, ETH Zurich (Prof. Dr. Silke Langenberg) and the 
Professorship for Heritage Conservation and Architectural History, 
Bauhaus-Universität Weimar (Prof. Dr. Hans-Rudolf Meier).

EXHIBITION OPENING
Wednesday, 
September 13, 18:00
gta Exhibitions, ETH Zurich, 
Hönggerberg HIL D 57.1
Welcome Speech by 
Prof. Dr. Silke Langenberg, 
ETH Zurich and 
PD Dr. Irina Davidovici, 
gta Archives, ETH Zurich
Lecture by Peter Berger, 
Hotz Partner AG
Apéro

CONTACT 
Matthias Brenner 
high-tech@arch.ethz.ch

LOCATION
ETH Zurich, Hönggerberg

CONFERENCE
Thursday–Saturday, 
September 14 – 16
Arch_Tec_Lab, ITA, 
ETH Zurich, Hönggerberg, 
HIB E 52
See separate 
conference schedule

Kindly supported by the 
German Wüstenrot Foundation, 
the Swiss Post and Swisscom.

In cooperation with 
the Swiss Heritage Society and 
Docomomo International. 



THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 14

FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 15

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 16

11:45
Session 4

Case Studies and 
Current Research

Moderation: 
Dr. Kirsten Angermann, 
Bauhaus-Universität Weimar

The [High-Tech] Plumber of 
Architecture. John Winter through 
the Nancy Seear Building
Dr. María Álvarez García, 
Leeds Beckett University, 
University of California, Berkeley

Debating High-Tech Heritage 
Conservation in Czechia: 
The Case of the Máj 
Department Store 
Klára Ullmannová, 
CTU Prague

Takis Zenetos and High-Tech 
	 Architecture: Electronic Urbanism 	
	 vis-à-vis the Autonomous  
	 Ecological Living Units

Dr. Marianna Charitonidou,  
Athens School of Fine Arts

12:40
Collective Q&A Session

13:00
Closing Comments
Prof. Dr. Silke Langenberg, 
ETH Zurich, 
Dr. Kirsten Angemann,
Bauhaus-Universität Weimar

13:15
Session 2b 

Theoretical and Practical 
Challenges of High-Tech Heritage

 
Moderation: 
Prof. Dr. Hans-Rudolf Meier, 
Bauhaus-Universität Weimar

Structural Glazing
Prof. Dr. Uta Pottgiesser, 
TU Delft

Centre Pompidou
Prof. Dr. Catherine De Wolf, 
ETH Zurich

14:30
Coffee Break

15:00
High-Tech Bavaria

Prof. Dr. Andreas Putz, 
TUM

High-Tech Additions: Italian 
Research in Preserving and 
Reusing Built Heritage 
Prof. Dr. Sara Di Resta, 
Verdiana Peron, IUAV

Surface and Flesh: “Façade” 
	 as a 	Conservation Tool
	 Thomas Pearson, 
	 Arup

16:30–17:15
Transfer to the Zurich-Müllingen 
	 Distribution Center by 
	 public transport

17:15
Welcome Remarks

Beniamino Aloise, 
Director of the Zurich-Mülligen 
Distribution Center, Swiss Post

Guided Tour of the Zurich-Mülligen 
	 Distribution Center, Swiss Post

19:00
Conference Dinner 
	 Zurich-Mülligen, Distribution 
	 Center, Swiss Post

8:00
Registration

9:00
Welcome Speeches
Prof. Matthias Kohler,  
Dean D-ARCH, ETH Zurich

Prof. Dr. Silke Langenberg,  
ETH Zurich and  
Prof. Dr. Hans-Rudolf Meier,  
Bauhaus-Universität Weimar

Philip Kurz, 
Wüstenrot Foundation

Dr. Beat Eberschweiler, 
Director of Archaeology and 
Monument Preservation, 
Canton of Zurich

Introduction
Matthias Brenner, 
ETH Zurich

10:00
Coffee Break

10:30
Session 1a

History of High-Tech in 
Architecture and Design

 
Moderation: 
Prof. Dr. Laurent Stalder, 
ETH Zurich

Innovative Materials
Dr. Angelika Nollert, 
The Design Museum, Munich

British High-Tech
Prof. Tom Emerson, 
ETH Zurich

High-Tech in the Context 
of Czech Late Socialism? 
Prof. Dr. Petr Vorlík, 
CTU Prague, Docomomo Czech
	

12:15
Lunch Break

13:45
Session 1b

History of High-Tech in 
Architecture and Design 

Moderation:
Prof. Dr. Florian Urban, 
Glasgow School of Art

Between Rogers and Kaplicky: 
Designing Difference in the High-
Tech Response to Building Lifspan, 
Brian Bradley, 
Harvard GSD

Around the Structures 
Dr. Yat Shun Kei, 
Liverpool School of Architecture

Eco-Pomo between High-Tech and 
	 Low-Tech: Three Experimental 
	 Houses (1973–1993), 

Dr. Lea-Catherine Szacka, 
University of Manchester, 
Dr. Véronique Patteeuw, 
ENSAP-Lille/EPFL

15:30
	 Coffee Break

16:00
Collecting Hi-Tech
	 PD Dr. Irina Davidovici,
	 ETH Zurich

Ferrohaus – Pyramid on the 
	 lake by Justus Dahinden

Prof. Sacha Menz, 
ETH Zurich

17:00
Poster Session

17:45
Keynote Lecture
	 Andrew Whalley, 

Grimshaw Architects

19:00
Apéro

8:00
Coffee and Opening

8:30
Session 3

Inventory and Mediation

Moderation: 
Prof. Dr. Silke Langenberg, 
ETH Zurich

The Unbearable Outdatedness
	 of Registers
	 Prof. em. Dr. Bernhard Furrer

Specifics and Possible Re-use 
of Buildings with High-Tech 
Aesthetics in the Czech Republic
Prof. Dr. Lenka Popelová, 
Tomáš Ploc, Tomáš Cunderlik, 
Prof. Tomáš Šenberger, 
Jan Kuták, Nikolay Brankov, 
CTU Prague

9:45
Coffee Break

10:15
Baukultur 1975–2000: Giving a 
	 Voice to Younger Architectural 
	 Monuments. An Awareness 
	 Campaign of the Swiss Heritage 	
	 Society. 

Regula Steinmann, 
Baukultur Schweizer 
Heimatschutz

Virág Csaba and Hungary‘s 
Disappearing Plasticist 
High-Tech Architecture, 
Dániel Kovács, 
Hungarian Museum of 
Architecture and Monument, 
Protection Documentation 
Center in Budapest

11:15
Coffee Break

8:00
Coffee and Opening

9:00
Session 2a

Theoretical and Practical
Challenges of High-Tech Heritage

Moderation: 
Prof. Dr. Ana Tostões, 
University of Lisbon

Innovation Ad Infinitum 
Lloyd’s of London and the 
Cost of Flexibility
Prof. Dr. Georgios Eftaxiopoulos, 
University of California, Berkeley 
& the Architectural Association

The University Hospital of the RWTH 	
	 Aachen: Structure and Dynamic, 	
	 Prof. Dr. Christian Raabe,  
		 RWTH Aachen

10:15
Coffee Break 

10:45
Sports Architecture: Hi-Tech Urban 
	 Infrastructure between Identity, 
	 Valorization and Requalification

Dr. Davide Allegri, Silvia Battaglia, 
Politecnico di Milano

High-Tech Roots: The Snowdon 
	 Aviary and Its Preservation

Prof. Dr. Marcela Aragüez, 
IE University Madrid-Segovia

11:45
Lunch Break


